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In mid-October, a group of prominent Republicans including two former secretaries of state asked
US President Bill Clinton to create a bipartisan panel to re-examine the US embargo policy on
Cuba. During the same week, the UN General Assembly voted for the seventh time to condemn the
embargo. The group, headed by Henry Kissinger, secretary of state under President Richard Nixon,
and Lawrence Eagleburger, secretary of state in the George Bush administration, represents the
much-diminished internationalist wing of the Republican Party once led by Nelson Rockefeller.
A similar proposal by Kissinger in 1983 resulted in a review of US policy in Central American. Also
in the group are former Senate majority leader Howard Baker, former defense secretary Frank
Carlucci, former assistant secretary of state for inter-American affairs William D. Rogers, former
Wyoming senator Malcolm Wallop, and Senator John Warner (R-VA).
To date, some 15 other senators have agreed to support the proposal. The group proposes a National
Bipartisan Commission with representatives from business, churches, human rights organizations,
and the Cuban exile community, among others. A bipartisan group of eight members of Congress
would act as advisors to the panel. The commission would take up three major issues: 1) The risk
Cuba poses for the security of the US and the role Cuba plays in terrorism and drug trafficking;
2) Losses suffered by US citizens from confiscation of property by the Cuban government; 3) The
domestic and international impact of the embargo on US relations with its allies, on the Cuban
leadership, on human rights, religious, and press situations in Cuba, on retired persons in Cuba, and
on the US economy.
In a letter seeking support from Senate colleagues, Warner referred to a recent Pentagon study,
which concluded that Cuba posed no serious military threat to the US (see NotiCen, 04/16/98). The
letter cited effects of the embargo such as the harm done to the Cuban people.
The letter also said that, in recent years, many delegations visiting Cuba have reported a
deterioration in public health and nutrition and the need for international aid. Neither these reports,
the Pentagon study, nor statements by Pope John Paul II concerning the need for policy changes
have been fully studied by US policymakers, said Warner. "We recommend this action because
there has not been a comprehensive review of US-Cuba policy or its effectiveness in achieving its
stated goals in over 38 years," wrote Warner.

Pro-embargo forces say idea comes from corporate lobbyists
Anti-Castro members of Congress said the proposal is an attempt by the Kissinger group to open
Cuba up for the profit of US companies without requiring any change in the Cuban political
system. Reps. Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-FL), Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R- FL), and Robert Menendez
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(D-NJ) pointed out that Wallop is a lobbyist for Sherrit, a Canadian firm that has mining, hotel,
and other investments in Cuba. Ninoska Perez, spokeswoman for the Cuban American National
Foundation (CANF) in Miami, told the Spanish news service EFE that Kissinger and his group are
"paid lobbyists for US corporations trying to invest in Cuba." Rather than review its Cuban policy,
the US should begin enforcing the Helms-Burton Act, she said.
The Clinton administration's response to the proposal was noncommittal. State Department
spokesman James Rubin restated the US policy aim of a peaceful transition to democracy in Cuba
and said the administration is always open to the views of former government officials. White House
spokesman Joe Lockhart said only that the president would study the ideas in the letter before
commenting.
The official Cuban response was equally noncommittal. Foreign Ministry spokesman Alejandro
Gonzalez said it is difficult to estimate the impact the initiative might have but said the Cuban
government welcomed "any initiatives, whatever the motives might be, aimed at ending the
aggressive policy of the US against Cuba." Annual UN vote against US embargo picks up more
support In a related matter, the UN General Assembly on Oct. 14 condemned the US embargo for
the seventh time. The vote was 157 to 2 with 12 abstentions. Only the US and Israel opposed.
The resolution receives increased support each year. The vote last year was 143 to 3 with 17
abstentions. The resolution, introduced by Cuba every year since 1992, states, in part, "the necessity
to end the economic, trade, and financial blockade imposed by the US against Cuba." It further asks
countries to repeal laws imposing economic sanctions on other countries and asks the secretarygeneral to report to the Assembly on compliance with the resolution. A State Department official,
who asked not to be identified, told Notimex news service that the US was disappointed in the vote
and said it was more a criticism of economic sanctions than of US Cuban policy.
The official said the US will not change its policy and that "it was beginning to have an effect in
Cuba because the regime is starting to change, or at least is thinking about change." When asked
for examples of change in Cuba, the official said, "The regime of Fidel Castro does not accept
the possibility of change, doesn't permit democratization, it continues violating human rights
and denies liberty of expression." [Sources: Associated Press, 10/13/98; The Miami Herald, State
Department press briefing, White House press briefing, 10/14/98; El Nuevo Herald (Miami), The
Journal of Commerce, 10/15/98; Spanish news service EFE, 10/13/98, 10/14/98, 10/15/98; Granma
International (Cuba), 10/16/98; Notimex, 10/14/98, 10/15/98, 10/16/98]
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